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Robotics is BIG 
Real BIG 

The March 2008 New Orleans Section meeting will break from the traditional 
sit-down dinner venue and move into something new and different.  Not to 
mention fun!  We have a great opportunity to support the engineering profes-
sion and encourage regional high school students to continue their engineering 
studies.  The 2008 FIRST Robotics Bayou Regional Competition is scheduled 
for March 27-29 at the New Orleans Morial Convention Center Hall D.  Our 
March meeting will be held Friday, March 28th from 1:00 - 4:15pm in Hall D.  
Look for the IEEE banner when you arrive and join in the festivities. 
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FIRST Robotics (www.usfirst.org) was founded in 
1989 by Dean Kamen to promote technical skill and 
friendly competition among teams of high school 
students.  The students build 120-pound 37-cubic-
foot robots that have to perform very specific tasks in 
a timed teamwork competition environment.  There 
will be about 45 teams competing in New Orleans.  
Here are some photos from last years event: 
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The FIRST Robotics organizers have asked for engineers to serve as volunteers, 
but you’re welcome to come as a spectator as well.  Volunteers get a free lunch.  
Spectators don’t.   
 
Spectators: Competition matches will take place on Friday March 28 from 1:00—
4:15pm.  Meet in the bleachers in Hall D under the IEEE banner.  This will be our 
March Section meeting. 
 
Volunteers: Come at noon on March 28, have lunch with your fellow Section 
member volunteers, and plan on spending Friday afternoon with the robots and 
the great group of kids that built them.  There is need for a counter person at the 
Spare Parts counter, for safety administrators, for help in setting and re-setting the 
playing field, and for crowd control.  In addition to free lunch and free parking, 
volunteers even get a t-shirt.  Please pre-register to volunteer at             
http://my.usfirst.org/vims so the local organizers will be ready for you.  When you 
pre-register, select FIRST Robotics as the program and 2008 Bayou Regional as 
the event and write IEEE somewhere in the “comments” box.  If you wish to vol-
unteer for more than Friday afternoon, they are still looking for referees, game an-
nouncers, and a variety of other jobs.  Simply specify the days you are available 
when you register , and Annette Oertling, the volunteer coordinator, will get in 
touch with you. 
 
Questions? Cedric Walker at Tulane University School of Science & Engineering 
is the IEEE contact for the Competition.  cfw@tulane.edu or (504) 865-5866 
 


